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New Jersey Society of CPAs Names
Aiysha Johnson CEO and Executive
Director
Johnson will bring a wealth of association management experience to the NJCPA as
she transitions from her role as executive director of BKR International’s Americas
Region.

Isaac M. O'Bannon •  May. 02, 2023

The New Jersey Society of Certi�ed Public Accountants (NJCPA) has named Aiysha
(AJ) Johnson its next CEO and executive director. She will replace Ralph Albert
Thomas, CPA (DC), CGMA, who is retiring June 30 after more than 23 years leading
the organization.

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/contributor/isaac-m-obannon
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=QUP4pk2kcac1yJoCqCoF1QSXz0TqezachuaF3kFhNUk-3DuhLQ_Ok-2F1QZUoWNfwArWx1OpnKBRc0MHxjmqP0bsuZcDUaJf6KTJMEi0YMyv-2B2Rp3qnPwXXGAFhs4h5nipLWk7wC902UiTRnpOsRHapCrAo7MQrSsn-2FZItc1rG0hBjcpQOHxWHJYI7Epqgs9auRd3tlYL04ilIAjbr-2B6CoY7ekilL23J8urz1cydh-2Fo9LJdxgPdbF257WRqP2lUJF2Vd-2BJYHxHD20DP712BIdyZ3iYw8CQbAKDK9R6KkUJtrOluwA7bDaYtHa-2FSIddB2BiiEZ8EptmHBdwwjfLDmISOTak8Sg1I4GJ5cQXuES6L-2FcSxhOXKCyqU0vrzsFkSoE83Y2-2BRRLSf7pb8z-2FxmJe3pmCqigdRauQcuMNPYnd710lbMREI1tg2FW0Kf3ldYPf0Wf7zLRih0foHL653RQKysUR6nc-2FTfk-3D
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/


Aiysha Johnson.

Johnson will bring a wealth of association management experience to the NJCPA as
she transitions from her role as executive director of BKR International’s Americas
Region where she was responsible for overseeing the implementation of all strategic
efforts for BKR accounting and business advisory member �rms in the United States,
Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean. She has more than 20 years of experience
working for nonpro�ts, including professional and trade associations, building
strategic partnerships and developing member value strategies.  

Prior to BKR, Johnson held various leadership positions including director of brand
experience and marketing. She also worked at Vizient, the nation’s largest healthcare
performance improvement company, supporting members with complex
benchmarking needs. Throughout her career, she has organized meetings
domestically and internationally, convened CEO roundtables, and led organizational
change and governance efforts, technological transformation and member
development.

“It is an honor to continue to support the profession
and build upon the amazing success of my
predecessor. My experience at BKR International has
equipped me with the knowledge to understand
current challenges facing the profession globally,”
said Johnson. “The NJCPA remains strongly
positioned to support CPAs and accounting
professionals. I look forward to working closely with
constituents and our members to ensure that their needs are represented and
addressed.”

“We could not be more excited to have AJ at the helm. She is well-versed in the
accounting profession globally and in New Jersey,” said Kathleen F. Powers, CPA,
CGMA, chief �nancial of�cer at Chelsea Senior Living and the 2022/23 president of
the NJCPA. “She is knowledgeable about how CPAs can strengthen their
organizations and personal brands.”

Johnson recently served on the University of Chicago’s Alumni Board, and previously
served as the vice president and director-at-large of the Chicago Women’s Alliance.
She has volunteered as a professional coach for students in the college and was the
Crown Family School’s New York Alumni Regional Chair.

She earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Health Education and Promotion at
Western Illinois University and a Master of Arts degree at the Crown Family School

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com


of Social Work, Policy and Practice at the University of Chicago. She also completed
the Global Senior Management Program at the University of Chicago’s Booth School
of Business and the IE School of Business (Madrid). In addition, she completed the
American Institute of CPAs Data Analytics Executive Program. She lives in Jersey City.
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