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Two North Carolina Tax Preparers
Sentenced to 5 Years in Prison
These returns included �ctitious federal income tax withholding �gures as well as
other fraudulent items that generated fraudulent refunds for the clients.

Isaac M. O'Bannon •  Jan. 10, 2023

Two tax preparers in North Carolina were sentenced to prison this week for
preparing false tax returns for clients and causing them to be �led with the IRS.

According to court documents and statements made in court, from approximately
2009 through 2018 Betty Hawkins, 51, and Phyllis Ricks, 63, both of Rocky Mount,
conspired with others to �le false tax returns for clients of the tax preparation
businesses where they worked.

These returns included �ctitious federal income tax withholding �gures as well as
other fraudulent items that generated fraudulent refunds for the clients. In total,
Hawkins, Ricks and their co-conspirators caused more than 1,000 false tax returns to
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be �led with the IRS that claimed a total of approximately $5 million in fraudulent
refunds.

Ricks was sentenced today to three years in prison and Hawkins was sentenced
yesterday to two years in prison. In addition to the term of imprisonment, U.S.
District Judge Terrence W. Boyle ordered both women to serve three years of
supervised release and to pay approximately $5.2 million in restitution to the United
States.

Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General Stuart M. Goldberg of the Justice
Department’s Tax Division and U.S. Attorney Michael F. Easley for the Eastern
District of North Carolina made the announcement.

IRS-Criminal Investigation investigated the case.

Income Tax  • Software  • Taxes

CPA Practice Advisor is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy
(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE
Sponsors.

© 2024 Firmworks, LLC. All rights reserved

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/income-tax/
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/software/
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/taxes/
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

