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Deadline for Real ID Extended to 2025
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has again extended when travelers will
need to have a federally mandated identi�cation card for domestic �ights.

Dec. 05, 2022

Source: Illinois Secretary of State website.

By Grace Toohey, Los Angeles Times (via TNS).

Just �ve months before the latest Real ID deadline, the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security has again extended when travelers will need to have a federally mandated
identi�cation card for domestic �ights.

The federal agency announced Monday it would push back the deadline to May 5,
2025, two years after the most recent May 3, 2023, deadline. The agency has already
extended its enforcement date multiple times.
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The 24-month extension will address “the lingering impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic on the ability to obtain a REAL ID driver’s license or identi�cation card”
after that process was “signi�cantly hindered” by licensing backlogs from the
pandemic, according to a statement from the Department of Homeland Security.
Many states’ identi�cation card agencies extended expiration dates of driver’s
licenses and identi�cation cards due to the pandemic, or shifted to appointment-
only availability, which affected operations.

“This extension will give states needed time to ensure their residents can obtain a
REAL ID-compliant license or identi�cation card,” Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro N. Mayorkas said in a statement Monday. “DHS will also use this time to
implement innovations to make the process more ef�cient and accessible.”

Under the latest update, every traveler 18 or older will need a Real ID-compliant
driver’s license or identi�cation card — or another Transportation Security
Administration-acceptable form of identi�cation — to get through airport security
checkpoints for domestic air travel beginning May 7, 2025.

Real ID-compliant licenses are marked by a star on the top of the card.
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