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East Coast with heavy rains, strong winds and flooding as the Category 4 storm is
expected to make landfall September 28.

Isaac M. O'Bannon « Sep. 28,2022

Hurricane Ian threatens tens of millions of people and businesses in Florida and the

East Coast with heavy rains, strong winds and flooding as the Category 4 storm is

expected to make landfall September 28.

The American Institute of CPAs, (AICPA) understands that disasters such as
Hurricane Ian not only take an emotional toll, but they take a financial toll as well.

Safeguarding one’s finances in case of a catastrophic eventis an often-overlooked
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aspect of disaster preparedness. To help people and businesses mitigate potential
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there are financial effects that can have long-term impacts. Disaster preparedness
can go a long way to mitigate the financial toll and help people and businesses

recover.”

In preparation for a natural disaster, people should plan to:

e Compile a disaster supply kit that includes food and water, first-aid supplies,
flashlight and extra batteries, medications, baby and pet supplies, blankets,
hygiene products and copies of personal documents.

e Develop a disaster plan thatincludes identifying safe places in the home,
evacuation plans and family responsibilities.

o Take steps to reduce property damage.

¢ Identify how a disaster could impact jobs and livelihoods.

e Evaluate and enroll in adequate medical insurance and disability and long-term
care policies.

e Safeguarding records and irreplaceable items.

e Protecting loved ones by identifying a meet-up location in case of separation.

Hurricane Ian will likely disrupt businesses and organizations of all sizes as it
stretches across the Southeast. Small businesses are especially vulnerable to the
financial impacts of disasters. Business owners can help mitigate the impacts of a

natural disaster by:

e Ensuring their continuity blueprintisin place and updated, including identifying
a core team to handle critical tasks.
e Stayingin touch with employees, clients and key business partners before, during

and after the event.
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e Establishing a backup location for operations in the event they need to relocate
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It’s along 6-month season, and it only takes a single storm to disrupt and cause
extensive damage as we recently witnessed with Hurricane Fiona’s devastation
throughout the Caribbean and Canada. Hurricane Ian is unlikely to be the last major
Hurricane of the 2022 season, and people and businesses throughout the Gulf and

Atlantic coasts are encouraged to evaluate their disaster preparedness plans.
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