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Dawnella Johnson, CPA – 2022 Most
Powerful Women in Accounting
As new generations of accounting professionals aspire to leadership roles in the
profession, it is inspiring to look to those who have attained those ranks ahead of
them. The AICPA and CPA Practice Advisor partner each year to honor ...
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Dawnella Johnson, CPA 
2022 Most Powerful Women in Accounting 
Chair of the Board of Directors; Partner; Global Internal Audit Leader 
Crowe LLP

Twitter: https://twitter.com/dawnellajohnson  

TRAITS OF AWARD WINNERS

1. She has been the driving force to create a culture of excellence, innovation, and
inclusion. If she is a vendor, she has helped to develop the technologies and
solutions that will empower organizations to be more productive and pro�table.
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2. She is one of the top leaders in the accounting profession and her leadership has
had a demonstrable effect upon the accomplishments of the organization with
which she is associated.

3. She is a mentor, sponsor, and a role model, someone who stands out in her ability
to encourage and help those around her thrive and �ourish.

4. The work she does is in�uential and is having a positive impact on the accounting
profession as a whole.

PERSPECTIVES

What do you feel is the most important issue facing the accounting profession
today?

Advancements in technology continue to transform the profession, making it both
easier and more ef�cient to perform standard processes. However, with fewer people
entering the profession, it’s important to promote the message that technology is not
meant as a replacement for people and the uniquely human skills we bring to our
clients and organizations. Actively embracing technology won’t make us obsolete.
Instead, it will allow our professionals more time and bandwidth to add value and
pursue more interesting work. As our profession embraces technology, I believe we’ll
have a compelling message to new recruits about a truly rewarding experience in the
profession. 

What one thing would you recommend accountants do to prepare for the future?

Develop strong technology and transformation skills that will allow them additional
opportunities to serve as consultants and strategic partners for their clients and their
organizations.

What one skill or experience would you recommend that young women getting
started in the accounting profession master?

Be okay with taking risks, not knowing the outcome. When in this situation, I
consciously choose to give myself grace and room to breathe, thereby creating
opportunities for me to learn and grow. By learning to be comfortable with not
knowing everything before we try something new, we build con�dence.  And if we
are truly progressing in our careers, being uncomfortable doesn’t end –it’s a sign that
we are taking bigger risks.  And in those bigger risks, we’re �nding greater ways to
make an impact and serve the profession. 
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Read more about the 2022 Most Powerful Women in Accounting Winners.

Accounting  • Auditing  • Technology

CPA Practice Advisor is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy
(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE
Sponsors.
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