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2020-2021 Most Powerful Women in
Accounting Honored
The American Institute of CPAs and CPA Practice Advisor have announced the 2020-
2021 Most Powerful Women in Accounting Awards, given annually to women leaders
who are helping to de�ne and advance the profession.
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The American Institute of CPAs and CPA Practice Advisor have announced the 2020-
2021 Most Powerful Women in Accounting Awards, given annually to women
leaders who are helping to de�ne and advance the profession.

The awards for 2020 were selected, but due to the pandemic, no in-person
recognition was possible. The Most Powerful Women in Accounting awards were
publicly announced at the 2021 AICPA Engage conference, held at the end of July
2021.
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[Nominations for the 2022 awards will open in November 2021 in conjunction
with the Women’s Global Leadership Summit.]

Women have surpassed men in number in accounting and auditing positions, and
are increasingly attaining the reins of power in accounting �rms. According to
research by Catalyst (www.catalyst.org/research/women-in-accounting), about 62%
of all accountants and auditors are women, and 24% of partner roles at U.S.
accounting �rms are held by women. Unfortunately, only about 21 percent of partner
roles at Big Four �rms are held by women.

As women continue to expand their leadership roles in �rms of all sizes, as well as in
the board room of technology vendors, consulting, public administration, and
accounting education �elds, they will increasingly draw even more into partner and
manager positions, shaping the profession signi�cantly into the future.

Through the Most Powerful Women in Accounting awards, the AICPA and CPA
Practice Advisor celebrate the increasing presence of women at the highest positions
in accounting �rms and organizations that oversee the profession, and recognizes
those who have had the most impact. Nominations were open to the public and the
�nal selection of recipients was determined by an independent panel of judges
chosen by the AICPA and CPA Practice Advisor..

“This year’s group of winners are an excellent example of the impact that women are
making throughout the profession,” said Gail Perry, editor-in-chief of CPA Practice
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Advisor. “These leaders serve as an inspiration to a generation of women who are
starting their career in the profession.”

The awards were announced virtually at the 2020 Women’s Global Leadership
Summit and in person at the 2021 AICPA ENGAGE conference in July 2021.

The 2020-2021 Most Powerful Women in Accounting are:

Karen Abramson, CPA, Chief Executive Of�cer, Wolters Kluwer Tax & Accounting_

Lara Abrash, CPA, Chairman and Chief Executive Of�cer, Deloitte & Touche LLP

Tommye Barie, CPA, EVP of Leadership Development, Succession Institute, LLC

Arianna Campbell, Director, Boomer Consulting, Inc.

Lynne Doughtie, CPA, Former Chairman and CEO, KPMG in the U.S.

Sarah Elliott, Executive Leadership Coach and Co-Founder, Intend2Lead, LLC

Kimberly Ellison-Taylor, CPA, Executive Director – Finance Thought Leadership,
Oracle

Janet Foutty, Executive Chair of the Board, Deloitte US

Tasha Fox, CPA, Controller, The Osage Nation

Tracey Golden, CPA, Chair, AICPA_ 

Kelly Grier, CPA, U.S. Chair and Managing Partner, Americas Managing Partner, EY

Phyllis Ingram, CPA, Partner, Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC

Scharrell Jackson, Chief Operating Of�cer, Lendistry

Alexandra Kessler, CPA, Partner, Aronson LLC

Shannon King Nash, CPA, J.D., CFO, Reputation; Former Chair NABA

Tamera Loerzel, Partner, Convergence Coaching

Carla McCall, CPA, CGMA, Managing Partner, AAFCPAs
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Elizabeth Pittelkow Kittner, CPA.CITP, CGMA, DTM, Vice President of Finance and
Human Resources, International Legal Technology Association (ILTA)

Kelly Richmond Pope, CPA, PhD, Professor of Accounting and MIS, DePaul
University_

Lindsay Stevenson, CPA, CGMA, CEO/Founder, Origin Evolution

Amy Vetter, CPA.CITP, CGMA, CEO & Founder, The B3 Method Institute

Tracey Walker, National Senior Director of Government Affairs and Culture,
Diversity and Inclusion, RSM US, LLP

Tifphani White-King, J.D., Principal, National Tax Practice Leader, Mazars USA
LLP_

Sandra Wiley, President, Boomer Consulting Inc._

Jennifer Lee Wilson, Partner and Co-Founder, ConvergenceCoaching
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