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PTIN Requirements for Tax Return Preparers

Preparer tax identification number (PTIN) applications and renewals for 2021 are

Enrolled t

i now being processed. Hot Topics
Annual Filing Season Program Anyone who prepares or assists in preparing federal tax returns for compensation » Access your online PTIN account
Participants must have a valid 2021 PTIM before preparing returns. All enrolled agents must also

have a valid PTIN. » Troubleshoot PTIN System lssues

» Frequently Asked Questions: Dol
Are you a non-credentialed return preparer looking to set yourself APART? Do you Need a PTIN?

want to be included in the Public Directory ' of return preparers or desire limited

Enrclled Retirement Plan Agents

R ents for Tax Ret
Certified Professional Employer representation rights for your clients? If so, check out the Annual Filing Season . Pf?”;:z: I_HI: cl}:?n:r .-!.i:&r:
Organization (CPEO) Program which recognizes the efforts of non-credentialed return preparers who Dt L Lot
aspire to a higher level of professionalism. Questions
Enrolled Actuaries + Stay Informed
Renew vour PTIN in 2 easy steps: » Contact the Return Preparer
E-File Providers y y p Program

Modernized o-Ela 1. Access Your 2. Renew Your PTIN 3. Pay Your Fee * Tax Pro News and Resources
Account
If you already have an  Complete the online Pay the 535.95 renewal fee
enline PTIN account, renewal application, via credit/debit/ATM card or
login now. Yo st verify your eCheck, Upon completion of
personal information your application amd
and answer a few payment, you'll receive

What do the more than 780,000 active tax return preparers in America have in
common? They all need to renew their Preparer Tax Identification Numbers before
the start of the upcoming tax filing season. All current PTINs will expire Dec. 31,
2020.

“Large segments of the taxpaying public rely on tax return preparers to assist them in
complying with their filing and payment obligations” said IRS Return Preparer
Director, Carol A. Campbell. “Obtain or renew your PTIN now so you will be

prepared to assist when filing season opens.”
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Anyone who prepares or helps prepare a federal tax return for compensation must
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our to six weeks to process. Fallure to have and use a valid PTIN may resultin

penalties.

To renew a PTIN online:

Start at IRS.gov/tax-professionals.

Select the “Renew or Register” button.

Enter the user ID and password to login to the online PTIN account.

Follow the prompts to verify information and answer a few questions.
Once completed, users will receive confirmation of their PTIN renewal.

The online system not only allows PTIN renewal, but can also be used by tax
preparers to view a summary of the number of filed returns their PTIN has appeared
on in the current year, and to receive communications through a secure mailbox

from the IRS Return Preparer Office.
First time PTIN applicants can also apply for a PTIN online.
To apply for a PTIN online:

 Start at IRS.gov/tax-professionals.

» Select the “Renew or Register” button and select “Create Account” in the New User
box.

 First time users are issued a temporary password and will be prompted to change
their password upon logging in.

* Select the appropriate “PTIN Sign Up” option once logged in.

e Follow the prompts to obtain the PTIN online.

Opportunity for non-credentialed tax preparers


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL2lycy1hbm5vdW5jZXMtMjAyMS1wdGluLWZlZXMtZm9yLXRheC1yZXR1cm4tcHJlcGFyZXJzIn0.PDMuu3grnrdIkVcevfyNFdXYa67r2IkLYwvj6rc8T7g/s/250755118/br/87133534213-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L3B1Yi9pcnMtcGRmL2Z3MTIucGRmIn0.uXjtgTIJ8ixhawzYgaHNukZJg2XS3z_fL34lDobMRbw/s/250755118/br/87133534213-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L3B1Yi9pcnMtcGRmL2l3MTIucGRmIn0.T5jbx9bb98Q4H-CJYKdl7an0MGeRkkgOD9IMu1Wg4hA/s/250755118/br/87133534213-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lmlycy5nb3YvdGF4LXByb2Zlc3Npb25hbHMifQ.iuYfEDgBF9aSDSzKsEYqO0xB0e7xJShN5OhU9Kzc7-8/s/250755118/br/87133534213-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Jwci5pcnMuZ292L2RhdGFtYXJ0L21haW5NZW51VVNJUlMuZG8ifQ.UpDJptqCr_hsXuv4ygeu0SmnEsWgqEKTYisxz22X-YM/s/250755118/br/87133534213-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lmlycy5nb3YvdGF4LXByb2Zlc3Npb25hbHMifQ.egXaCyVhHNkhW7jWZYuKje5lad8oa-YLe7_PW4QuLhU/s/250755118/br/87133534213-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwNDYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Jwci5pcnMuZ292L2RhdGFtYXJ0L21haW5NZW51VVNJUlMuZG8ifQ.Ue0o_r1aFpfeWSeYx91lw4L2VRDkQGKnsRCY02EIw2k/s/250755118/br/87133534213-l
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

The Annual Filing Season Program is a voluntary IRS program intended to encourage

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from

working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers

are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

Program Record of Completion from the IRS. Program participants are then included
in a public directory of return preparers with credentials and select qualifications on

the IRS website.

The searchable IRS directory helps taxpayers find preparers in their area who have

completed the program or hold professional credentials recognized by the IRS.
Enrolled agent credential

The enrolled agent credential is an elite certification issued by the IRS to tax
professionals who demonstrate special competence in federal tax planning,
individual and business tax return preparation and representation matters. Enrolled
agents have unlimited representation rights, allowing them to represent any client

before the IRS on any tax matter.

Asnon-credentialed return preparers think about next steps in their professional

career, the IRS encourages them to consider becoming an enrolled agent.

All enrolled agents, regardless of whether they prepare returns, must renew their

PTIN annually in order to maintain their active status.

CPA Practice Advisor is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy
(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE

Sponsors.
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