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What opportunities do you feel women in accounting have now that they didn’t
have when you started in the profession?

There is greater awareness as to the need for women leadership in the profession.
There is a better understanding that the more diverse leadership is the better we are
together. Also with the changes in technology, we have the ability to do our jobs
from anywhere, and at any time of the day, which gives us the �exibility often needed
at various points in our careers. That was not the case when I started in the
profession. I also think that women have a big opportunity to move to leadership
positions with the baby boomers retiring.

How important is work/life balance and what suggestions do you have for those
who are struggling to attain this?

I still haven’t mastered this skill completely! I really think it is about work/life
integration. What has really helped me is to look at it all together- it is intertwined.
My career and personal life are both important to who I am as a person. Each year I
set my priorities and annual goals (personal and professional) combined, which has
really helped me keep the right things in perspective and with the right amount of
attention.  

What is the most dif�cult part about being a women in the accounting
profession?

Not having enough women role models for the young women in the profession.
Without those roles models it is very dif�cult for them to see themselves in those
roles and how to get there. As women leaders, we need to tell our stories, how our
paths may have been very different, and how we can be authentic to ourselves in our
career paths.
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What is the best part about being a women in the accounting profession?

How many pages do I get for this answer? I’ve loved being in this profession as a
woman- doing it a different way, being true to myself, and knowing I can be
successful and powerful without giving up my femininity. I have been very fortunate
to work with people over my career that encouraged me to be brave and daring, who
have given me the �exibility when I needed it at various points in my career and
didn’t let me shy away from challenges. I have also met some of the greatest people
through this journey who I consider great friends, mentors and colleagues.

How do you see yourself participating in shaping the future of the accounting
profession?

By staying involved- not only in various professional organizations within the
profession, but by helping the profession change the business model for the future
generations. We need to be innovative, challenge the status quo, and be willing to
change in order to remain relevant.

Looking back at your career, what would you do differently given the knowledge
you have today and how can women who are entering the bene�t from that
knowledge?

I would have asked for help more often when I needed it. I had the misconception
that I had to do it all- all the time. I would have paced myself more and focused on
the more important items and delegated a lot more of the not so important items
earlier in my career. I would have not been so serious, and had more fun with my
teams. I get that now and I have a lot more fun.

 

When asked to be involved I have said yes, even when I wasn’t sure I was fully
quali�ed, because nobody is ready. Show up and get involved. Trust the opportunity.
You may surprise yourself!

 

Learn more about the 2017 Most Powerful Women in Accounting.
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