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Education (Degree/school): BS in Accounting, MBA work Middle Tennessee State

University

What opportunities do you feel women in accounting have now that they didn’t

have when you started in the profession?

I think the sky is the limit for women in accounting. Firm leadership is now
understanding, more than ever, the importance of having women in leadership
positions and heading up major firm initiatives. Women bring tremendous talent,
results, diversity, empathy and passion into their roles. Women are CEOs, Managing
Partners, Directors of Consulting, Tax, Assurance, Growth-you name it. The trickis to

align yourself with the firms who embrace it and believe it and support it!

How important is work/life balance and what suggestions do you have for those
who are struggling to attain this?

I like to look at it as work/life integration. I think of it as how we can weave our
professional responsibilities and relationships into the rhythm of our life while
having a fulfilling personal life and managing our personal responsibilities at the
same time. Finding what works is critical to enjoying your life. Most people struggle
with it then create a balance that works and then something happens to throw it off
(big project, life event, health event). Life is like this. Our lives are many times
designed in a way where our primary child raising years overlap with our primary
career building years and this creates a strain. The key is to find what works for you
at the time and then readjust as necessary. The best advice I can give is to find out
what keeps you at the height of engagement. (For me, itis healthy eating, enough
sleep and occasional splurges like a massage or a trip.) Fully engage, set goals and be

accountable and forgive yourself when it is not perfect. Then, repeat.
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Being in the accounting industry 1s exciting for women and men-all involved! Our
industry is having an impact on business around the world. We are advising business
owners and executives and leading them to success in many cases! We are creating
cultures where we help grow the capabilities of young leaders and talented
professionals. Women can do anything they set their minds to! So much opportunity

exists in the industry.

How do you see yourself participating in shaping the future of the accounting

profession?

Speaking to groups at conferences, training engagements, writing articles and blogs,
development of curriculum around goal setting, empowerment, communication,
creation of content, programs and tools that help people to be the most effective
possible in their roles-these are the things I love. If an audience member can take one

good idea and apply it, I have done my job.

Looking back at your career, what would you do differently given the knowledge
you have today and how can women who are entering the benefit from that
knowledge?

That’s a tough one. I appreciate learning lessons as they come and growing from
them. I am happy with the work I have done and many of the decisions thatI have
made as I thinkitis all part of the journey. There are certainly times when the
journey is difficult to enjoy and times when it is a lot of fun and very fulfilling. In
terms of advice to my past self, to my future self and to others, it would be “ Work
hard, be curious, strive for excellence, relationships are critical, lift others up-

always.”

Please share any other comments or insights you would like to share with our

readers about what has driven you to be a person who is recognized as aleader in
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this profession.

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from

working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers

are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

CPA Practice Advisor is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy
(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE
Sponsors.

© 2024 Firmworks, LLC. All rights reserved


http://cpapracticeadvisor.com/12380691
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

