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her credential. The NAEA is doing a good job of raising public awareness of EAs ...
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In the past few years, the National Association of Enrolled Agents (NAEA) has bought
online ads on several social media platforms to reintroduce Americans to the
profession of an enrolled agent (EA). These ads were used to drive traffic to the

NAEA’s website, as well as to help taxpayers find an EA in their community.


http://www.naea.org/
http://taxexperts.naea.org/
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/

In recent years, the NAEA has been pivotal in protecting those who hold the EA
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Believe it or not, the EA designation dates back to the Reconstruction Period, after
the Civil War ended in the late 1800s. EAs were hired to negotiate land disputes
between the U.S. government and landholders. With the passage of a national
income tax in the early 1900s, the focus of the EA shifted to the representation of
taxpayers before the newly created Internal Revenue Service (IRS). EAs are the only
federally licensed professionals who can represent a taxpayer, without limitation,
before all administrative levels of the IRS. Unlike their counterparts, all EAs

specialize in taxation.
How is an EA Different From a CPA?

A CPA s a jack-of-all-trades. Some CPAs specialize in taxation, but a majority focus
on auditing, compiling, and reviewing financial statements for businesses. CPAs have
anational association, the American Institute of CPAs (AICPA), which plays an
integral partin the formulation of the Uniform CPA Examination, which is taken by
most accounting majors. After passing the exam, the CPA will receive a license from

the state in which he or she plans to practice as a CPA.

On the other hand, EAs take the Special Enrollment Examination, which is
administered by the IRS. The test focuses on taxation of individuals and businesses. I
like to compare a CPA to a family doctor and an EA to a specialist. Whereas some

CPAs focus their practices on taxation, all EAs focus on taxation.

Most people know the CPA designation, while others are starting to learn that there
is an alternative out there. The NAEA has made it its mission to educate the public
about the EA profession and to advocate on behalf of EAs on legislative and
administrative issues. For example, the NAEA lobbies Congress on changes to the tax
code, and congressional leaders turn to the NAEA to measure the pulse of the tax

professional community.


https://www.naea.org/newsroom/press-releases/five-tax-tips-mitigate-financial-impact-natural-disaster
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

I have been an EA since 2000 and a member of the NAEA for the past 17 years. I also
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you, now knows that there is an alternative out there, thanks to the efforts of the
NAEA.
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