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Fathers Day, June 19.

Jun. 13,2016

The idea of Father’s Day was conceived more than a century ago by Sonora Dodd of
Spokane, Wash., while she listened to a Mother’s Day sermon in 1909.

Dodd wanted a special day to honor her father, William Smart, a widowed Civil War

veteran who was left to raise his six children on a farm. A day in June was chosen for
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the first Father’s Day celebration, June 17, 1910, proclaimed by Spokane’s mayor
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70.1 million
Estimated number of fathers across the nation in 2008, the most recent year for

which data are available.

24.9 million
Number of fathers who were part of married-couple families with children

younger than 18 in 2015.

21 percent were raising three or more children younger than 18 (among married-
couple family households only). 3 percent were living in someone else’s home with

their families.

1.9 million

Number of single fathers in 2015; 16 percent of single parents were men.

9 percent were raising three or more children younger than 18. About 45 percent
were divorced, 33 percent were never married, 17 percent were separated, and 6
percent were widowed. About 47 percent had an annual family income of $50,000 or

more.

Thinking of You, Dad

22,508
The number of clothing stores, department stores, warehouse clubs and supercenters
around the country where you could buy dad a dress shirt in 2012. Sales totaled an

estimated $2.6 billion at these locations.
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$20.4 billion
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7,100
Number of men’s clothing stores around the country in 2014, a good place to buy dad

a tie or shirt.

15,331
Number of hardware stores in 2014, a place to buy hammers, wrenches, screwdrivers
and other items high on thelist of Father’s Day gifts. Additionally, there were 6,561

home centers across the country in 2014.

21,830
Number of sporting goods stores in 2014. These stores were good places to purchase

traditional gifts for dad, such as fishing rods and golf clubs.

Stay-at-Home Dads

199,000

Estimated number of stay-at-home dads in 2015. These married fathers with children
younger than 15 have remained out of the labor force for at least one year, primarily
so they can care for the family while their wife works outside the home. These fathers
cared for about 368,000 children.

29.0%
In spring 2013, the percentage of preschoolers regularly cared for by their father

during their mother’s working hours.

Child-Support Payments

$3.1billion
Amount of child support received by custodial fathers in 2013; they were due $4.2
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billion. In contrast, custodial mothers received $19.4 billion of the $28.7 billion in
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oI expenses, on behali o1 their chi dren. T € corresponding proportion for mothers

was 59.9 percent.

Sources: Source: 2012 Economic Census, Product Lines Statistics by Industry for the
U.S. and States. And County Business Patterns, NAICS code (44811)
http://factfinder.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/BP/2014/00A1//naics~44811/
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