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What are the key areas of your �rm that have seen the greatest change/challenge
in work�ow over the past few years? (Or, what are the key challenges you see
�rms facing?)

Finding good talent has been our biggest challenge. We are starting to shift our
human capital model from recruit experienced hire to grow our own.

To what extent have you and your practice/company embraced cloud computing?

We are currently transitioning all of our direct operations into the cloud. There are
certain things due to for example the volume of data, that is stopping us from being
100% cloud, but everything that can go cloud we are going to try and move to the
cloud.

In what ways have you contributed to your �rm/company to make it a better
place?

I have worked to establish a corporate culture that embraces diversity not only in
ethnicity, age, and gender, but also in personality, communication style, and sexual
orientation. 
  
In what ways do you participate in either the professional community or your
local community to help others?

I believe it is my duty to be a role model and inspiration for other young CPAs. So I
am active in multiple professional organizations and contribute my time via
speaking engagements and mentoring for young professionals. 
  
What major changes do you foresee in the accounting profession of the near
future (3-5 years)?

I expect to see a shift �nally made to balance more between compliance to advisory
—both in public practice and in internal accounting departments.

How do you see yourself participating in shaping the future of the accounting
profession?
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I consider myself one of the leaders in the niche-advisory services practice area both
in getting CPAs to increase the value they bring to the table by providing these types
of services, and in developing the standards and guidance that shape how advisory
services are delivered.

What is your career philosophy?

Always work yourself out of a job in 2-3 years. Doesn’t mean that you have to change
companies, but rather that you should be able to “�x” or “de�ne” the position and
then train someone else to do it. Then move on to the next challenge whether within
the same organization or at another one.

Not including your current employer, what company do you most admire and
why?

Good question, not sure. I’m pretty disenchanted with a majority of the corporate
world right now.

Describe one person who has been an important mentor to you and how that
person helped change your life.

Ernie Almonte. It was the AICPA’s Leadership Academy (his brain child) that helped
me to see how majestic of an institution the CPA profession is, and it was through his
mentorship that I was inspired to make a real impact by helping to move the
profession forward.

 

 

Read more about this year’s 40 Under 40 Honorees.
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