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sale of medical marijuana in Andover, Massachusetts.

Nowv. 29, 2013

Voters at the 2014 spring Town Meeting may be asked to decide where to allow the

sale of medical marijuana in Andover, Massachusetts.

Town Planning Director Paul Materazzo has put together a committee thatis
working on regulations and a zoning bylaw that would allow the sale of medical

marijuana in certain parts of town and prohibititin others.

So far, the committee, made up of 10 town officials, has identified five locations for a
possible dispensary, including recently rezoned parcels of land on River and
Dascomb roads, property across from the IRS on Lowell Street, the Doctor's Park on

Haverhill Street and Ballardvale Street in the Lowell Junction area.

“We're not suggesting one site over another,” Materazzo said. “We are just starting

the conversation.”

Furthermore, he said, the town would be open to other locations as suggested by

residents at upcoming public hearings on the proposal.

“We are trying to set up a safe place for the distribution of medical marijuana,” he
said. “Whether it's in a doctors' office park, on Main Street or somewhere else. It will

be interesting to see what the political leaders think about where it should go.”

Materazzo said the Planning Board is holding a hearing on Tuesday, Dec. 3, followed
by a meeting of the Board of Selectmen Dec. 16 to get more input on the zoning

proposal as it takes shape.
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“We'll pick it up again after the holidays in anticipation of submitting something for
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determination of where it would be allowed under the zoning.

“It's something every town has to come to terms with,” he said. “There's no choice in
the matter since the law was passed. We have to decide how to regulate it and the

location.”

The bylaw discussion comes in response to last fall's approval by the state's voters
permitting the sale of medical marijuana. The ballot question passed
overwhelmingly, including in Andover where 61 percent of voters approved of the

idea.

State regulators recently issued guidelines for the dispensaries, which may only sell
marijuana to people who have a doctor's prescription for a diagnosed medical

problem.

When the law was passed, the state attorney general allowed communities to set
one-year moratoriums on the clinics to leave time to write and implement zoning

guidelines.

When a Newburyport man made inquiries about setting up a marijuana dispensary
in town earlier this year, local officials said that Andover should consider such a
moratorium. However, thatidea was shelved as Chris Edwards of Alternative
Therapies Group seems to have shifted his interest toward Salem and other

communities for a medical marijuana clinic.

Instead, the town is eyeing a new zoning district that would allow the sale of

medical marijuana.

“We are better off writing rules and identifying where, if they come to town, they

would be amenable,” Materazzo said. “Some communities are allowing it on main
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street, and see no difference between that and what CVS does, while others are
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inspector, police and fire chiefs and a representative of the School Department.

The group is using several model bylaws that have been approved by the state

attorney general as templates for the Andover bylaw, Materazzo said.
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