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North Carolina bookkeeper sentenced to
15 years for embezzlement
A woman who was convicted of stealing more than $800,000 from a local drug store
has been sentenced to serve at least 15 years in prison.

Feb. 11, 2013

A Greensboro, North Carolina woman who was convicted of stealing more than
$800,000 from a local drug store has been sentenced to serve at least 15 years in
prison. Debra Sells Elkins, 58, pleaded guilty to 12 felony counts in Guilford County
Superior Court late last week.

Elkins was a former bookkeeper at Brown-Gardiner Drug Co., a pharmacy and soda
fountain. She was accused of writing out checks to cash and pocketing some of the
shop’s state sales and use taxes instead of sending them to Raleigh, according to
Susan Caviness, the company’s current bookkeeper.

Caviness said Elkins’ wrongdoing went back to at least 2005, and was discovered in
2010.

“She was a very trusted, very valued employee,” Caviness said. “She worked here
about 14 years altogether, starting over at the soda fountain. But she turned out to be
as dishonest as they come.”

Elkins pleaded guilty to six counts each of embezzlement and obtaining property
under false pretense. She was sentenced to three consecutive prison sentences of 5
years to 6 years, 9 months.

Caviness said that Elkins bought, among other things, a mobile home, cruise tickets
and a warehouse for another business that she ran, during the years she was
embezzling.

In 2010, she spent $10,000 on a “miscellaneous debit” drawing the attention of
company owner Robert Shearin.

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/


“He asked what it was for, and she said it was to pay down a line of credit, and he
discovered that it was for a motorcycle,” Caviness said.

Shearin’s daughter Katherine, a certi�ed public accountant, was brought in to
investigate. She uncovered a number of large expenditures. Caviness also found out
about the unpaid taxes.

“She (Elkins) would tell the people at the bank that we were undergoing
renovations, and it went on year after year,” Caviness said.

Ultimately Caviness said, Elkins was discovered to have taken more than $800,000.
She was arrested in September 2010.

“We could have been shut down,” Caviness said. “We’ve just worked really hard and
diligently to be able to survive. A lot of businesses would have gone under.”
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