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School cafeteria worker accused of
stealing $8,000 in lunch money
A former cafeteria manager at an Oklahoma elementary school is accused of
stealing more than $8,000 in lunch money during the last school year.

Jan. 16, 2013

A former cafeteria manager at a Yukon, Oklahoma, elementary school is accused of
stealing more than $8,000 in lunch money during the last school year.

Connie Lynn Wise, 54, was arrested Monday and booked into the Canadian County
jail. She is charged with four counts of embezzlement and one count of violating the
Oklahoma Computer Crimes Act.

Wise, who has resigned from the district, worked at Lakeview Elementary School as
a cafeteria manager before her arrest.

An af�davit �led in Canadian County District Court shows that Wise would pocket
cash intended to prepay students’ meal accounts. The defendant then “manipulated
the computer system” to conceal the thefts, records show.

“An audit of the software revealed that numerous prepayments for students’ lunches
were backdated in the computer program,” the af�davit states. “The defendant was
responsible for making these false computer entries based upon the user
identi�cation.”

Court records show that Wise took money from students on “approximately” 150
individual school days last year.

“With few exceptions, the only days that money was not missing were the days that
the defendant did not come to work due to illness,” the af�davit states. Wise quit her
job after she was confronted by Yukon school of�cials, records show.
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“She did tell school of�cials she wished to make restitution, because she feels
responsible as a manager,” the af�davit states, “but denies the thefts.” In total, the
af�davit shows the defendant stole $8,270 during the 2011-2012 school year.

Yukon Public Schools Superintendent Bill Denton said the district began to suspect
something was amiss at Lakeview after of�cials noticed “some discrepancies in some
of the deposits.”

Denton said the district began to investigate, but didn’t truly �gure out the scheme
until they found some evidence left by Wise.

“We really didn’t �gure out the system she used until we found some handwritten
notes that she did so she could keep track of the cash she took,” Denton said. “She
would come back weeks later and make the entry into the students’ accounts so that
it never showed up that their account wasn’t accounted for when she took the cash.”

Court records show Wise was released Tuesday after posting $9,000 bail.

——————-

 

Copyright 2013 – The Oklahoman, Oklahoma City

Accounting  • Income Tax

CPA Practice Advisor is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy
(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE
Sponsors.

© 2024 Firmworks, LLC. All rights reserved

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/accounting/
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/income-tax/
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

