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NABA Announces $1M CLA Foundation
Grant to Grow Black Talent in Accounting
NABA’s Pathway to College program is designed to support Black high school,
community college, and Historically Black Colleges and Universities students’
pathway into the public accounting and advisory profession, o�ering work
experience along the ...

Jun. 27, 2022

NABA, Inc., a nonpro�t member-based association for accounting, �nance, and
business professionals announced that it received a grant of $1 million from the CLA
Foundation to seed the nonpro�t’s new Pathway to College program, support human
capital needs, and create scholarships.

“I am excited to path and pave a more just world together with the CLA team,” said
NABA President and CEO Guylaine Saint Juste. “The $1 million grant allows us to
design programs and services to give more young Black business leaders a sense of
belonging that increases their propensity to choose accounting as a �eld of study and
career pathway.”

CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen LLP) and NABA commemorated their relationship in
September 2021 with a �rst of its kind corporate sponsorship to help fuel the
organization’s mission to advance diversity, equity, and inclusion within the
profession. Through this work with NABA, CLA continues to increase workforce
diversity and expand its pool of talent and improve the representation of Black
individuals within the �rm and the accounting profession.

“We’re working to signi�cantly increase the number of accountants in the United
States, not just for CLA, but across the industry,” said Jen Leary, CEO of CLA, one of
the leading professional service �rms in the United States. “And we’re doing it with
an inclusive mindset. Attracting and retaining talented diverse professionals is
essential to the future of the profession. NABA is helping us do this within our own
walls, even as we help NABA advance its programs and initiatives.”
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The CLA Foundation grant was presented to Saint Juste at the NABA RECHARGE
convention held in Hollywood, Florida June 21 – 24. CLA sponsored the NABA
RECHARGE convention at the ”Pacesetter” level and hosted two sessions: “Be Well
and Belong — Investing in Your Authentic Self” (for students) and “Living Your
Inspired Career” (for professionals).

“Our relationship with CLA is so much more than a dollar �gure,” said Saint Juste.
“From shared work spaces to strategic visioning to leadership consulting, we give
each other energy and insights to continue to make headway toward our goals.”

NABA’s Pathway to College program is designed to support Black high school,
community college, and Historically Black Colleges and Universities students’
pathway into the public accounting and advisory profession, offering work
experience along the journey.

In addition to supporting the Pathway to College program over the next �ve years, a
portion of the grant funds will be set aside to create a base for scholarships with
lasting impact. CLA also plans to offer paid internships to students throughout the
�ve-year grant commitment. These internships will provide students with real work
experience to support them on their journey to becoming accounting professionals.

CLA’s promise is “to know you and help you” and this includes its clients, its people
and its communities. This grant is an example of how CLA is working with NABA to
truly impact the Black community.

“I believe the impact we have with NABA in the Black community will be replicated
in the future,” said Leary. “I’ve seen our CLA Foundation contributions rise every year
since inception. I couldn’t be more thrilled about the opportunities we have to
support the communities in which we work and live, with equity, inclusion, and a
dose of joy.”

All CLA Foundation grant nominations originate with CLA team members. Since
2015, the CLA family has awarded over $6.5 million through 388 grants to
organizations across the country. Learn more about the CLA Foundation.
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(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE
Sponsors.
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