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“Get in the Financial Know with Joe," in Little Rock. The program allowed him to
discuss personal finance topics including taxes and money management via call-in or
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The American Institute of CPAs (AICPA) has named Joseph M. Rugger, CPA, CGMA,
MPA, accounting director and profit consultant at Tooth & Coin, winner of the
2020 AICPA Outstanding Young CPA Award in Honor of Maximo Mukelabai. Rugger

was recognized for his contributions to the profession and leadership of other young

CPAs.

The annual award, now in its ninth year, recognizes a CPA under age 41 who

personifies a commitment to the profession as demonstrated through successful


https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUSvgyciZCXX-2FnQ9gITlgE-2BxERIZecKeSmcTYRprDxdfZVfDSk4Hj2F53dcBJAO6-2BZ-2FQgnexx-2BXaHi4fZ-2BoXvGh-2FN-2BOGXLBeBVeMX7hqp1XkgKnMFoj42R30l06-2Bsw7iKbQfljWdqBoLgzX2oYrieu3nYks1CskKfwpkLKRovVNH-2F2piek-2BRYUZYUi-2F0daCDkgb-2F7BSRkpERwR3S-2B2pgOv4w-3DFFso_Ok-2F1QZUoWNfwArWx1OpnKBRc0MHxjmqP0bsuZcDUaJf6KTJMEi0YMyv-2B2Rp3qnPw712-2BmknCv763iQBfzfFZxPndEaJQq8tzoc3xkXlSWdJCxhCdmFPjN8GNYFUZIeRpI5POO-2B1aZjc8GfHbfvtkAkLEuymo4t4AT02CdSvo12l2uOmfuxi2JV3jDctpPKMKs9JTbDMcCVDjdySgzIK8qacFYSEwnBy3l2cmwfIu949piAtBzncqGS6NyKeDpiQwh391-2FHRNa8cKPKIhKjObRfFlXYRwPvnP-2FNCq5ACN0E-2FH2kXeMCf0B8K8HMmE9Zs6iCvjArSqdXJKL0i2i-2FQlh25-2Fq2PWFHipgHV7qm9Qae0G67ym0z7VY24Y0l4Dg2fh
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUVa-2Bj4BCrBMZaxZ16Ij-2B4eodkDbPK1lKJNh1smVlaE7KI-2BxWvfUfJFbt130S2RqBv5-2Bxpk26IE2ID-2Bw0Z0d9GaBXa4vK0H0O3A20nZAeUHxHRZvuAi0oy2QqOfjui1G5GcXqfvE9g5zKmntBj3L3xyNyvOlczx7qvPh2TFPufxm4jtz-2FopG32LHbh8AalrCS1wOAomI0VaIIUSTt8tOzXfMMw2sAC8UHuWeWGTTIDNMZFkyt-2F3erxgy8p2zSisKURe8kDIoGXScZTmkx76TOiT-2Byk8jLIff2KtzVhF-2BnZFWrI9c8_Ok-2F1QZUoWNfwArWx1OpnKBRc0MHxjmqP0bsuZcDUaJf6KTJMEi0YMyv-2B2Rp3qnPw712-2BmknCv763iQBfzfFZxPndEaJQq8tzoc3xkXlSWdJCxhCdmFPjN8GNYFUZIeRpI5POO-2B1aZjc8GfHbfvtkAkLEuymo4t4AT02CdSvo12l2uOmfuxi2JV3jDctpPKMKs9JTbDMcCVDjdySgzIK8qacFYSEwnBy3l2cmwfIu949FCJpTd7BzWaaV3Utm4paNJF-2F0-2BdI-2FdMzZKnRC17d-2Bx9UpVzaf2K7PXi0fZOjc9knzEiQF9HKNNpq52o5Ryq8tTAa0K41mTmchePBhoInezdNb-2FKSs0D5hJz5vJLcH7Kcl2bUbqrxsEnbR-2BuPGd-2F8g
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/

practices and involvement in and contributions to the interest of the accounting

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from

working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers

are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

“Toseph has not only been a vital contributor to the Arkansas CPA Society, he has
worked to raise awareness of accounting and personal finance principles among the
general public through his radio show. And he has shared his time and expertise to
help other young CPAs grow and develop within the profession,” said Susan S. Coffey,
CPA, CGMA AICPA executive vice president — public practice. “Joseph embodies the
values held by Maximo Mukelabai and bestowing the 2020 AICPA Outstanding
Young CPA Award upon him is a tribute to his legacy.”

Rugger is a 2013 graduate of the AICPA Leadership Academy and served on EDGE
Conference Planning Committee and AICPA Young Member Leadership Committee
from 2014-2018. He also routinely speaks to state CPA societies and civic
organizations about the importance of soft skills, such as communications and

networking.

He is an active member of the Arkansas CPA Society, having served on the society’s
board of directors since 2015, and will serve as the society’s youngest chair in 2021.
He spearheaded the creation of an annual conference for the state’s Emerging CPAs
and was named the society’s first “Outstanding Emerging CPA of the Year in
Arkansas” in 2011. In 2019, he served as the Chair of the Task Force for the Arkansas
CPA Society’s inaugural Leadership Academy Program.

“Since I was young, my parents ingrained in me the value of serving my community.
And I’ve carried that with me whether it’s through my church, neighborhood, Boy
Scouts or the accounting profession,” said Rugger. “I know a lot of people have
invested their time and energy in helping me grow professionally, and I want to give

back to the younger generations of CPAs.”

More broadly, he has committed to sharing his expertise outside the profession. He

served on the board of trustees of his alma mater, Lyon College, from 2016-2018 and
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elp them improve their inancial l1ves.

The AICPA created this award to honor the legacy of Maximo Mukelabai, a member
of the inaugural class of the AICPA Leadership Academy and the youngest chair of the
North Carolina Association of CPAs Board of Directors. Tragically, his life was cut

short at age 36.
The eligibility criteria to apply for the Maximo Mukelabai award are:

e Holding the CPA license and being between the ages of 22 and 40
e Being aregular voting member of the AICPA

e Promoting the CPA profession

e Volunteering in activities that advance the accounting profession

e Participating in community-based organizations that improve people’s lives

To be considered for the award, candidates submitted applications and details on
their volunteer history, along with professional reference forms from peers,
employers and state CPA societies. A task force of young CPAs then reviewed all

qualified nominations to determine the winner.

Questions on the nomination process may be directed
to YoungCPANetwork@aicpa.org. The application period for the 2020 award will
begin this summer. More information is available

at www.aicpa.org/YoungCPAAward.
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