
Common CPA Exam Myths Demysti�ed
Accounting students considering or preparing for the Uniform CPA Examination
often hear many myths about the exam. Here are a few that aspiring professionals
often seek answers to.
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Pick any topic in life and you’ll �nd a set of myths that go along with it. Such is the
Certi�ed Public Accounting (CPA) exam as well. In my time teaching accounting
students and coaching aspiring CPA candidates, some of the most common myths I
have encountered revolve around how the CPA exam scores are calculated.

The CPA exam is made up of four parts, and a candidate needs at least a 75 to pass
each part. But what does 75 mean? Is it points? Is it 75 correct questions? Is it 75
Percentile? What about the written part of the exam?
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Because each part of the exam is distinct from the other, so is the scoring method.
This is where some rumors start forming. The American Institute of Certi�ed Public
Accountants (AICPA) determines the exam scoring methods, and grading is done on
a standardized and pre-de�ned basis. Let’s discuss how before we get into some of
the speci�c myths around CPA exam scores.

Three of the four parts (regulation, audit and �nancial reporting) are made up of
both multiple choice and research based sections. The scoring of these parts is based
on a “weighted combination.” The same thing can be said for the fourth part, the
economics section of the exam, which involves an essay section. This too is weighted
out with the multiple choice section of the exam.

What does this jargon mean? It simply means that not all questions are assigned the
same amount of “points.” Some are worth more than others based on degree of
dif�culty. That said, there are some formulas established by the AICPA that factor in
the dif�culty along with the answers you provide.

Some Common Myths About How CPA Exam Scores are Calculated

Q: Can you pass each section of the exam just by scoring well on the
multiple choice questions? 
A: No – it depends on how the other sections are weighted in relation to the
multiple choice section.

 
Q: Can you pass the economics part of the exam just by doing well on the
multiple choice section? 
A: Yes you can, but you have to get most of the problems correct. It’s never
too prudent to rely just on the MCQ to pass BEC.

 
Q: Is the CPA exam grading curved? 
A: No.

 
Q: Can the AICPA provide grades the same day you take the exam? 
A: No – exam scores have to go through a review by the State Board of
Accountancy

 
Q: Is there an appeal process if you barely fail the exam? 
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A: No.

 
Q: When do you �nd out about your exam grade? 
A: Normally, during the 1  month in a testing window. After the window,
you can expect to get scores every couple weeks until the end of the testing
window.

 

So there you have it, some of the most common mythical questions about the CPA
exam. Remember, whenever in doubt, ask the NASBA, AICPA or your own State Board
of Accountancy. All three are just a phone call away.

——-
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