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2012 Overall Rating 4.75

 

Best Firm Fit
Firms where more than one person is involved in the tax return preparation process
with multiple levels of sign-off. It’s also a good �t for �rms using the supported tax
software who are willing to use SurePrep’s proprietary data-entry and SPbinder
tools.

Strengths
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SPbinder has an impressive feature set for organizing and annotating PDFs, Word
docs, Excel �les and Outlook emails.
Depending on the complexity and variety of source documents for each return, a
�rm may either use 1040SCAN Organize, 1040SCAN Trades or 1040SCAN Pro, each
of these priced accordingly.
1040SCAN provides the �exibility to skip certain processes, allowing a �rm to use
the product in a way that best �ts its individual needs.
Average turnaround time for the 2010 tax season was 22 to 25 minutes, the fastest
among the products reviewed where the documents are uploaded by the �rm and
the OCR completed by the vendor.

Potential Limitations

With so many options available, new users may experience a learning curve and
take time to discover their preferred settings.
Data-entry interface used to validate data is proprietary and different from the tax
applications. Files created with SPbinder are also proprietary and cannot be
modi�ed with other common PDF editing applications like Adobe Acrobat.
However, users have the option to skip the veri�cation step and create an Adobe-
compliant PDF instead of using SPbinder.

 

Summary & Pricing
SurePrep has many years of experience providing accounting �rms with a product
line of scan, organize, and populate tax products that have improved year after year.
Among its product offerings are the following:

1. SPbinder is a powerful electronic binder and work�ow system built for organizing
electronic workpapers and managing the tax preparation process. Some of its
useful features include a wide selection of annotations, multiple levels of sign-offs,
as well as dynamic workpaper referencing and linking.

2. 1040SCAN Organize uses form recognition technology to bookmark and organize
standard tax documents.

3. 1040SCAN Trades extracts an unlimited amount of capital gain and loss detail
from brokerage statements to Excel and to Schedule D of supported tax software.

4. 1040SCAN Pro exports data from standard source documents into supported tax
software with tools to ensure accuracy and prevent duplication.

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com


SurePrep also offers outsourced tax preparation services where the information from
standard documents is veri�ed by human eyes, and the document organization
process is taken a few steps further. However, these outsourced services are beyond
the scope of this review.

Pricing for SurePrep’s products are as follows:

SPbinder: $5 per engagement
1040SCAN Organize: $10 per engagement (includes SPbinder)
1040SCAN Trades: $20 per engagement (includes SPbinder and Organize)
1040SCAN Pro: $30 per engagement (includes SPbinder, Organize and Trades)

Signi�cant discounts to these rates are available to users based on early season and
multi-year purchase commitments.

 

Core Product Functions/Features 5

Paperless Work�ow 4.75

Integration 4.5

Help/Support/Training 4.75

Technology
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