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Danielle Supkis Cheek, CPA, CFE, CVA –
2015 40 Under 40 Honoree
This year’s 40 Under 40 honorees are among the best and brightest talent in the
accounting profession. They are all active in the professional community, as well as in
their local communities, where many are small business owners and employers.
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What is the name of one book that has been a great in�uence to you?
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The �rst week I started my �rm, Jim Metzler sent me a copy of YOU are the Value by
Leo J. Pusateri. The book shaped the way I thought about the services I was going to
offer, and I decided very early on to specialize my practice. Making the decision so
early has allowed me to focus my efforts in core areas to grow my practice.

In what ways have you contributed to your �rm/company to make it better?

I started my �rm just over two year ago. I have been extremely fortunate to be in a
position to run the �rm I have always wanted to run.  
  
In what ways do you participate in the professional community to
change/improve the accounting profession?

I started my career at a large �rm and have progressively worked my way down to be
a small �rm. I love being a small �rm, and since I’ve had the opportunity to establish
and grow a new �rm, I have learned how to run a small �rm on a boot strap budget
while still delivering quality work.

Nothing that I have done has re-invited the practice management wheel, but I’ve
been strategic in our processes and I want to pass along what I have learned to other
smaller �rms. To that end, my efforts have been focused on the American Woman’s
Society of CPAs (AWSCPA) and the AICPA’s Private Company Practice Section
Technical Issues Committee.  
  
In what ways do you participate in your local community to help others? 
Financial literacy across all socioeconomic groups is abysmal. Our society, schools,
and community have not emphasized this topic. All of my volunteer efforts have been
focused around teaching �nancial literacy in some form. The focus on teaching
�nancial literacy is even embedded in my Firm’s practice, and is one major reason
why we only focus on the accounting, attest, and forensic needs for small-and-
medium sized businesses.  
  
I have volunteered my time instructing for these organizations:

The Woman’s Resource of Greater Houston, a �nancial literacy non-pro�t,
OwlSpark, Rice University’s Entrepreneurship Accelerator,
TMCx, Texas Medical Center’s Entrepreneurship Accelerator, and
RedLabs, University of Houston’s Entrepreneurship Accelerator.
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This Fall I have also had the opportunity to teach a more in-depth accounting for
entrepreneurs’ course as an Adjunct Professor at Rice University. 
  
What changes do you foresee in the accounting profession of the near future (3-5
years)?

Technology is going to continue to revolutionize how we perform and deliver our
forensics, attest, and accounting services to our clients. It’s dif�cult to predict the
future, but I am always on the lookout for secure emerging technology to allow me to
work more ef�ciently and improve the quality of my service.

How do you see yourself participating in shaping the future of the accounting
profession?

My clients are exclusively small and medium-sized businesses and non-pro�ts with
issues in segregations of duties and controls. I hope to contribute to the profession by
teaching businesses accounting, �nancial literacy, and internal controls. I want to
represent small and medium-sized businesses nationally. I want to be a voice for
their limitations in accounting resources, and keep �nancial statements cost effective
and meaningful.

What is your career philosophy?

I am a professional service provider, and in service everything is about service to
those that support the business. Happy staff lead to happy clients, and happy clients
lead to happy staff. I want to surround myself with those that enjoy doing what they
do, are of high integrity, and have a good work ethic. I also like surrounding myself
with people that don’t think the same way that I do. I teach my entry level staff how
to think about problems and come up with solutions, rather than teaching solutions.
I want to do things the best way we can for our clients – not just my way. Many times
it is my way, but many times it is not my way because one of my staff have a better
solution. Those are very proud days for me.

Describe one person who has been an important mentor to you and how that
person helped change your life.

I met Jim Metzler (former VP of the AICPA) several years ago while we were both
speaking at a conference. We kept in touch over the years, and he was the 2  call I
made (after my Mom) when I was thinking about starting my own �rm. I had a
partnership offer that was not going to be quite the right �t for me, and I didn’t
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know what to do. Over the years, I knew he worked with a lot of smaller �rms as the
VP of Small Firm interests at the AICPA. I wanted to hear his thoughts on whether
what I was thinking could be done – a solo audit and forensics practice, and if I was
completely insane to turn down a partner position.  
When I reached out to Jim to request a meeting, I was shocked that he was actually
willing to spend a fair amount of time with me. He was a big shot with the AICPA,
and here he was willing to spend an hour on the phone with me.

I shot him a quick thank you email when I actually started my �rm to say thank you
and how incredibly grateful I was that he had spent that hour with me. I did not
realize how much he was rooting for me to succeed. That �rst week, he sent me the
YOU are the Value book with a great note, and I went through the workbook that �rst
week. The time that I spent at the beginning of my practice focusing on what I was
going to be doing, internal procedures, and methodologies has been the most
valuable work I have done in order to develop myself and my Firm.  
Jim has provided so much guidance to me over the past two years of starting my
Firm. I truly don’t know where I would be had he not helped me focus my vision at
the very beginning, and had he not championed for me at every turn. He has been the
difference in my career. Thank you, Jim!

————-

See all of the “40 Under 40” honorees for 2015.
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