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toys and compelling (sometimes) sessions, the shows offered a change to get a
glimpse of the latest and greatest toys, then spend quality time with vendors and ...

Dave McClure « Apr.06, 2015

One of the joys of working in the tech industry are its trade shows. A mix of new geek
toys and compelling (sometimes) sessions, the shows offered a chance to get a
glimpse of the latest and greatest toys, then spend quality time with vendors and

associates.
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And gawk at the booth babes.
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trade shows and conferences. The RSA is the latest organization to set a dress code for
booth people, but they are not the only ones. The Mobile World Congress and
China’s ChinaJoy Gaming Expo also instituted dress codes aimed at eliminating

provocative or sexually titillating outfits. More are considering such policies.

All of this smacks of political correctness run amok. Itis hard to imagine that the
booth babes and boys are in some way responsible for the pay of women in tech
companies or the existence of a glass ceiling in the industry, but they are taking the

brunt of the blame at the moment.

When you’ve in the industry for aslong as I have — roughly since dinosaurs roamed
the earth — you remember when things truly were provocative. There was one year
when one company’s booth babes showed up with their bodies coated in paint.
Nothing but paint. In another long-ago show, a software company brought a large
inflatable banana, which the booth babes took turns riding.

And then there were the annual AVN awards — the “Oscars” of the adult film industry
—that began as an offshoot of the Consumer Electronics Show. An invitation to this
event was one of the hottest party invites of the show, and the porn stars would
traipse across the show floor bestowing invites on the lucky few. Alas, the eventis

now held on its own, at a different time and place.

As the industry becomes more mature, the dress code has changed on its own. While
there are still any number of attractive people staffing the exhibits, these are mostly
dressed in khaki pants and polo shirts. In fact, the only exhibits that still feature
blatant sexuality are the ones that are new to the industry and the ones that are

desperate to be noticed in the crowd.

It would appear that that pronouncements of dress codes are less about gross

violations than creating an “appropriate environment” for the attendees. In fact,
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most of the most important trade shows already have policies in place that allow
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passing moment ot silence to respect their decades o1 raithiul service to the tec

industry.
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