
INCOME TAX

Are Marijuana Vending Machines the
Next Step? Doctors are Asking for Them
Are vending machines the next step for marijuana distribution and sales?

Isaac M. O'Bannon •  Jul. 21, 2014

Vending machine and automated retailer AVT, Inc. has noticed an increase in interest
in its automated medicine dispensing systems, more secure versions of traditional
vending machines that can be used by hospitals, doctor of�ces, pharmacies,
alternative heath clinics and marijuana dispensaries. The company's newly-
designed systems provide for the automated dispensing and secure storage of
medicines and regulated products.

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/contributor/isaac-m-obannon
http://www.autoretail.com/
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/


While only two states have, so far, legalized the recreational use of marijuana and
cannabis products, there are now 23 states, plus Washington D.C., that have legalized
the substance for medical purposes. So, the market is there, and potentially growing,
as more states consider either medicinal use or recreational.

Even in traditionally conservatives states the movement toward liberalization of the
substance is increasing, even though the federal government still considers any use,
possession or distribution a criminal offense. Even in deep red Oklahoma, a petition
initiative is likely to get medical marijuana onto the November ballot.

“We are getting inquiries about our automated medicine dispensing systems from
across the nation,” James Winsor, CEO of AVT said. “Our newest systems have been
engineered to have a UL safe rating that meets or exceeds state requirements, a multi-
point interior locking system, a double-walled design for additional protection, plus
intrusion alert with motion sensor activation,” he added. “However, we are the
manufacturer. Our systems are built for and sold by our client partners, and we direct
all sales inquires to them, as appropriate.”

According to Pharmacy Times, the pharmacy automation systems market is expected
to grow to $7.8 billion by 2018, having been valued at 4.7 billion globally in 2011.
This market gain of over 65% does not include �gures for the rapidly growing legal
marijuana industry, which according to CNBC, could grow to $10.2 billion.

An article in Pharmacy Purchasing and Products stated that the growth in the
Automated Dispensing Systems market is not surprising, considering they provide
“Improved medication security, robust tracking capabilities and inventory control,
and fewer dispensing errors compared with manual systems.”

The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons recently recommended using
automated medicine dispensing systems. “It is apparent that the use of this
technology will decrease medication errors,” they reported. “Technological solutions
will continue to emerge with efforts to improve safety and quality in all aspects
healthcare delivery.”

Winsor is optimistic about the growing demand for automated dispensing systems.
“Our expertise in this market is second to none, and as we continue to innovate and
re�ne our systems, we will further secure our role as a key player in the rapidly
growing healthcare and legal marijuana industries.”
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