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Byron K. Patrick, CPA.CITP, CGMA, MCSE — 36 
CoFounder/CEO, Simpli�ed Innovations Inc 
Baltimore, MD

www.Simpli�edInnovations.com

Education: BS in Accounting from Salisbury State University 
Professional Associations/Memberships:

Maryland Association of CPA’s (MACPA)
Current Chair of Board of Directors
Technology Committee
Past Chair and cofounder of the New/Young Professional Network
Tomorrow’s CPA Speaker
Instructor
AICPA
AICPA Council
Information Technology Executive Committee for 2009-2011
CPA Ambassador
Virtual Grass Roots Committee
Conference Speaker
Boomer Knowledge Network – Contributor

Hobbies: Watching Daughters Lacrosse, Theater, and other activities, an occasional
round of Golf, Photography

What are the key areas of your �rm that have seen the greatest change in
work�ow over the past few years? Are you using automated work�ow tools?
There is no doubt that as we have grown both in staff and clients the need for good
work�ow is critical. Work�ow ensure ef�ciencies and consistency in our ability to
support our clients. We have evaluated a few automated work�ow systems but have
yet to �nd a good �t for our type of business. We are continuing the search….

Have you embraced cloud computing for your practice? Are you moving your
clients to the cloud? Embraced would be putting it lightly. Simpli�ed Innovations is
a Cloud Computing company which enables our clients (CPA Firms) to move their
entire �rm into the cloud. We are passionate about the opportunities CPA’s have
available to them by moving to the cloud and are excited every day to help our clients
leverage those opportunities.

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

http://www.simplifiedinnovations.com/
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com


On a broader scale, how do you see new technologies changing the accounting
profession in the near term (3-5 years)? Every year there are more tools, more
solutions, more opportunities and more innovation as it relates to technology in the
accounting industry. In the next 3 to 5 years I only see the pace of change continuing
to accelerate. I believe we are reaching the point where technology is accelerating
past the ability of even the bleeding edge �rms to keep up. Keeping up is a challenge I
believe all CPA’s are going to have to face and �gure out how to keep up in a way that
bene�ts them and not just for the sake of keeping up.

How mobile are you regarding your work? How have mobile devices and apps
impacted your productivity and work-life balance? As a cloud based company I am
100% mobile. The availability of mobile devices, apps, internet, etc has given me the
ability to be extremely productive from anywhere I am. It’s impact on work-life
balance is a double edge sword. While the �exibility of being mobile doesn’t restrict
me to the of�ce to get my work done, the accessibility of work from anywhere means
work can easily bleed into the life part of the equation.

Have you found business success via social media, either via recognizable ROI,
new customers, marketing or networking? De�nitely success in a variety of ways.
First, I have built a network of people I trust that I likely would never have met
otherwise nor been able to stay as close in touch with. Additionally, social media
allows us to build awareness of our solution as well as keep a connection with our
clients.

What tips on social media do you think are essential, but perhaps missed, by
professionals and small businesses? I think it is very easy for people to get
overwhelmed by feeling the need to be everywhere right away, LinkedIn, FaceBook,
Twitter, Pintrest, FourSquare, etc etc. The key is to choose an application that you are
comfortable with and build from there. In addition, I think people feel the need to be
too salesy with Social Media. People seek refuge from the volume of SPAM and other
sales messaging in our worlds. Just participate and build your brand and the value
will be there.

What single piece of technology do you �nd the most important in your
professional life? 
The reigning champion and title holder is the Internet! Without access to the
internet just about any device I can put my hands on for work is useless.

Not including your current employer, what company do you most admire and
why? 
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Under Armour is one of my favorite companies right now. They have evolved into so
much more than simply an apparel company because they understand the value of a
Brand. Their Brand is so strong right now I think they could slap their logo on just
about anything and it would sell. But they wouldn’t do that because they have great
pride in the products they sell and the products that carry their logo. There is a sense
of pride associated with owning and wearing Under Armour. In all fairness, I’m
probably a bit partial to them anyway being they are a Baltimore company….

What brand/model mobile phone do you use? Currently on the iPhone5 but the
Samsung Galaxy is really tempting.

Do you use a tablet for work purposes? I have retired my iPad2 for my Windows 8
Lenovo Yoga. Laptop and Tablet in 1

What is your favorite accounting mobile app, and why? If I have to limit it to
accounting I’ve got to say, my Online Banking App.

How many monitors do you have on your desktop workstation? 3, one being a
mobile monitor so it travels with me.

 

Read more about this year’s 40 Under 40 Honorees.

Technology

CPA Practice Advisor is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy
(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE
Sponsors.

© 2024 Firmworks, LLC. All rights reserved

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/11079698
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/technology/
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

