
INCOME TAX

Newlyweds arrested for suspected tax
fraud, ID theft
Two days after their house was searched, Jermell Cornelius Hickman married his
girlfriend, Ebonie Hampton.

Feb. 15, 2013

Feb. 15–TAMPA — Two days after their house was searched, Jermell Cornelius
Hickman married his girlfriend, Ebonie Hampton.

Then on Valentine’s Day, the newlyweds were arrested together.

They pleaded not guilty to a 37-count federal indictment that accuses them of
identity theft and other tax-refund-fraud-related offenses. The IRS says the pair took
more than $388,000 from U.S. taxpayers using stolen personal information.

They were given court-appointed attorneys after saying they couldn’t afford to pay
for legal representation.

According to court documents, IRS investigators searched the couple’s home at 3611
E. Caracas St. on Oct. 10 looking for evidence of stolen-identity tax-refund fraud. As
the search was about to begin, Hickman pulled up in a white Cadillac Escalade.

Hickman, who has a child with Hampton, told investigators that a gun they found
belonged to him. He was arrested on a federal weapons offense and released on bail
Oct. 11, according to court documents.

The next day, he and Hampton wed, according to a marriage license on �le with the
Hillsborough County Clerk’s Of�ce.

Investigators connected fraudulent tax returns �led using the couple’s address to
Victor Williams, who had asked his uncle, a pastor for an Alabama church, to help
him by laundering fraudulent income tax refund checks through the church’s bank
account, authorities say.
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Last week, Williams pleaded guilty to federal charges of conspiracy, theft of public
money and aggravated identity theft. The uncle, Kenneth Faison, pleaded guilty last
month to the same charges. Faison was pastor of the Pentecostal Temple Church of
God in Christ in Mexia, Ala.

Authorities said Williams obtained the fraudulent checks from others in the Tampa
area and mailed them to Faison, who deposited the checks in banks in north Florida
and south Alabama.

Faison kept 25 percent of the stolen funds for himself and transferred the remainder
to Williams. After Faison was caught, he agreed to cooperate and allowed
investigators to monitor phone calls between him and his nephew, according to
court pleadings

Agents say they traced some of the fraudulent tax refunds and connected them to tax
returns with addresses in care of Hickman and Hampton.

————————

Copyright 2013 – Tampa Tribune, Fla.

Income Tax  • IRS  • Taxes

CPA Practice Advisor is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy
(NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National Registry of CPE
Sponsors.

© 2024 Firmworks, LLC. All rights reserved

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/income-tax/
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/irs/
https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/section/taxes/
mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com

