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2012 Overall Rating 4.5

 

Best Firm Fit
Firms that want a user-friendly solution for receiving an organized and bookmarked
PDF of source documents, regardless of the �rm’s tax and document management
software. Firms using the supported tax software will bene�t from the Populate
product. Firms using the Drake professional tax software should also consider it
because integration for Drake will soon be released.

Strengths

GruntWorx is a completely SaaS application so there is nothing to install locally,
and it will work on most devices with a web browser and an Internet connection.
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Web interface for uploading and downloading documents is simple and easy to
use, even for users with little computer experience.
The new expanded rights management features make it easy to use the product in
large multi-location �rms.
Integration with Tic, Tie & Calculate, a popular Adobe Acrobat add-in among tax
and accounting professionals.

Potential Limitations

The service level agreement calls for a maximum of 24 hours to return an
organized PDF �le to the user (though average times were much less, with a two to
four hour average during the peak of tax season in March 2011 for Populate jobs).
This may make it unsuitable for the “one-hour interview” retail tax preparers.
Forms containing amounts that could be reported in various parts of a tax return
(such as a 1099-MISC) are populated to a point sheet instead of directly to the tax
software. Unlike with other systems, the user’s placement of these amounts in the
tax software is not carried forward to future years.

 

 

Summary & Pricing
GruntWorx is a web-based application that provides relief to tax preparers from the
“grunt work” of organizing tax documents and data entry. Priced separately, the
products offered are as follows:

1. GruntWorx Organize uses optical character recognition (OCR) to create a
bookmarked PDF of a client’s tax documents from scanned tax documents
uploaded by the user. The end product groups together tax documents by type
(wages, interest income, deductions, etc.) and form, and identi�es the issuer of the
tax document in the bookmark name.

2. GruntWorx Populate performs the same functions as GruntWorx Organize and
then imports numbers from supported tax forms into tax software packages.
Currently, the tax software packages supported are UltraTax CS, ProSystem fx Tax
and GoSystem RS (Drake Software and Lacerte soon to be supported).

3. GruntWorx Trades extracts information from consolidated brokerage statements,
puts the information into a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet where it can be tied out to
a 1099-B, and then imports the data into Schedule D of the tax software.

Hello. It looks like you’re using an ad blocker that may prevent our website from
working properly. To receive the best experience possible, please make sure any blockers
are switched off and refresh the page.

If you have any questions or need help you can email us

mailto:info@cpapracticeadvisor.com


4. GruntWorx Gather automatically aggregates 1099 information from �nancial
institutions on behalf of clients. Since the product was still in beta at the time this
review was written, it is not covered in the remainder of the review. More
information about Gather is available on the GruntWorx website.

The pricing model for GruntWorx is simply on a per-use basis, making it an
attractive option for �rms wanting to test it on a limited number of tax returns
without a big up-front investment in the product. The Organize and Populate
products retail for $5 and $30 per use, respectively. Volume discounts are available for
�rms with a commitment of 100 or more uses.

 

Core Product Functions/Features 4.75

Paperless Work�ow 4.5

Integration 4

Help/Support/Training 4.5
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