
Windows 7, Service Pack #1
Don't expect any major changes to System 7. IE9 is a di�erent matter.
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Windows 7 reached its �rst milestone as an operating system today with the release
of Service Pack #1. 
Those who have the automatic updating feature selected will begin to see it
download later today.  Others, including system administrators who need to use
their own update schedule, will need to manually download the update from the
Microsoft Download Center. 
Don’t expect any visible changes.  Most of the updates are to the system itself to make
it run a little faster.  And of course, the inumerable security updates and patches that
you should have already installed just to keep pace.  But for those who wait to
upgrade their operating system until after the �rst Service Pack can look to do so…
after tax season. 
In other news, Microsoft has announced the Release Candidate of its Internet
Explorer 9.  This is the version that will be the �nal release — unless they discover a
bug that still needs working out.  But it has all of the features of the �nal product, and
I’ve been running it for a short time now.  Here’s the run-down.It is noticeably faster
than previous versions, but more dif�cult to use if you are accustomed to them.  More
dif�cult mainly because, in the style of its competitors, it has eliminated some of the
menu bars at the top of the page in order to make the web page window larger.  Call
me a curmudgeon, but I �nd this inconvenient.  While I have used Firefox and
generally like it (Don’t even mention Chrome, which is a browser only for those who
like to have their every move on the Internet logged by Google and sold to
advertisers.), I found the old IE easy to use.  I set up the menu and favorites bars and
use them constantly, so having them hidden somewhere else on the page in an
annoyance.Likewise the “tabbed web pages,” which are clumsy and not easy to
navigate.  Ditto the fact that you can’t browse privately by default, as you can in
Firefox.All in all, while Microserfs will no doubt slobber all over themselves for the
release of IE9, I plan to go back to IE8.  Or switch to Firefox permanently.IE9 is a
serious issue for Microsoft.  While the company holds about 80 percent of the
browser market, that is not the case worldwide.  In Europe, where the EU demanded
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that Microsoft take its browser out of the operating system, its market share has
fallen to 60 pecent.  And is likely to fall more.There are some bright spots for the new
browser.  By making it compatible with the soon-to-be �nalized HTML version 5,
web sites will no longer need to use the highly vulnerable Active X system
for interactive features.  That alone makes it more secure, which is a good thing.  And
for the visually impaired, the easy adjustment of page sizes with a bottom-corner
zoom feature is nice.  I also have to admit that getting rid of the status bar at the
bottom is no loss.I suppose I may, if I use it for a while longer, get used to this new
interface. or �nd a way to make it look more like the old one, but it makes me wonder
why they didn’t work harder to make IE more spectacular rather than just trying to
copy features I don’t like in other browsers.  And in the mean time, FireFox 4 is ready
to go, and version 5 is just around the corner.Maybe Microsoft should just buy
Netscape and adopt Firefox as its browser. 
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